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Seven Months of Service

As 1 complete seven fulfilling months as President of our
Rotary Club, I pause with gratitude and pride to reflect on a journey marked by
teamwork, dedication, and purposeful service.

These months have been a testament to what we can achieve when committed
Rotarians come together with a shared vision.

One of the highlights of this period was our participation in the Rotary Conference,
which proved to be both inspiring and rewarding.

[am delighted to share that our club was honoured with 15 awards, arecognition that
truly belongs to each and every member who contributed their time, ideas, and
energy. Congratulations to the IPP Rtn Raghuvir Salkar and his team for achieving this
great feat.

These achievements motivate us to aim higher and serve better in the months ahead. I
thank all my fellow Rotarians for their unwavering support, cooperation, and
enthusiasm.

Together, let us continue to strengthen our club and make a meaningful difference in
our community.

[ also take this opportunity to inform members of our impending Charter nite cum PP
felicitation and request for their supportand cooperation for the same.

With Rotary regards,

PrashantKaisare
President
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FROM THE SECRETARY’S DESK

Dear Rotarian Members,

January, being Vocational Service Month, was observed
with integrity through two weekly meetings focused on
ethical and professional values.

Weekly Meetings

7thJanuary 2026

The 26th weekly meeting marked the beginning of the
New Year 2026 on a refreshing note. We had a guest
speaker, Shri J. C. Pant, Ex COO of multinational company
and a Pulmonaut, who demonstrated the right way of
breathing and emphasized its importance for a healthy
life.

14thJanuary 2026

Two entrepreneurs were felicitated during the meeting.
Shri Dipak Bansali was selected by Rtn. Carlito Martins,
and Smt. Shradha Sawant was selected by Vocational
Director Rtn. Vijay Gopi. Both were felicitated by the Chief
Guest, Shri Sandesh Dhareshwar.

21st]January 2026

The 28th weekly meeting was graced by our Chief Guest,
Er. Shri Sagar Sacordekar, who explained how
mathematics can be simplified and made interesting
using Vedic Mathematics, specifically the “Gunita Sutras.”
Out of the 16 sutras (formulas), he demonstrated the
practical application of the first sutra.

28thJanuary 2026
During the 29th weekly meeting, three respected
individuals were felicitated. Shri Vaman Bhate,

associated with newspapers, - :

magazines, and bookstall

services; Shri Raghoba Gawas, a

cloth darner (Rafu); and Shri Ramesh Shanbhag, a pygmy
collector. All three were felicitated by Assistant Governor
Rtn. Priti Sheth. And the 4th awardee who couldn’t make
it - Ms. Anandi Gudekar, Channa & Groundnut Strzet
Vendor was awarded later by President and team.

Rotary District Conference Runanubandh was held at
Kolhapur from 30 January to 1 February. Heartiest
congratulations to DG Arunji Bhandare and his
team for organizing a successful and well-planned
conference with excellent arrangements and
informative sessions. Our 13 Rotarian members
appreciated the inspiring and enriching experience.

Congratulations to IPP Rtn Raghuvir Salkar and his BoD
team for winning all the laurels. President Rtn Prashant
Kaisare, the Secretary, and members present at the
conference received the awards on his behalf.

My heartiest congratulations to the President Rtn
Prashant Kaisare and Board of Directors, and my sincere
gratitude to all members, sponsors, volunteers, and
supporters for their valuable contributions . Let's
continue to work together in truly living up to our theme,
'Unite for Good."”

Yoursin Rotary,
Rtn Deepak Gopani
Secretary.

Monthly Club Report for Rotary Club Of Panaji

Month Meeting TRF

Projects

Cost Beneficiaries | Man Hours

Jul-25 25 17

399600 1936 497

Aug-25 0 14

1141500 1846 217

Sep-25 14

297500 1237 334

Oct-25 8

1002000 399 178.5

Nov-25 2

405000 150 39

Dec-25 6

400500 2260 220

Total

3646100 7828 1485.5
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FROM THE EDITOR'S DESK

As we present the seventh edition of SPARK, it is
heartening to pause and reflect on the journey so far.
The first six editions have been encouraging, enriching,
and truly reflective of the vibrant spirit of our Rotary
Club. Each issue has carried stories of service,
fellowship, ideas, and inspiration—made possible by
the enthusiasm, creativity, and support of our
members.

With thisissue, we also step confidently into the second
half of our editorial journey. As we look forward to the
remaining six editions of this Rotary year, there is
renewed energy and commitment to make SPARK even
more engaging, inclusive, and impactful—true to
Rotary International's theme, “The Magic of Rotary,”
where small acts come together to create lasting
change.

Adding to this positive momentum, the sporting season
has kicked off on a high note with the District Sports,
where Team RCP's spirited victory in TT and carrom
has made us all proud. The enthusiasm, teamwork, and
sportsmanship displayed truly reflect the Rotary values
we stand for. With several more sporting events lined
up in the coming months, we look forward to cheering,
celebrating, and sharing many more proud moments
together.

A magazine truly comes alive when it carries the voices
ofits members. I sincerely invite all Rotarians and Anns
to contribute articles, insights, experiences,
photographs, and creative ideas. Your participation will
help make SPARK more vibrant and meaningful, and a
genuine mirror of our collective Rotary journey.

As Paul Harris rightly said, “Rotary is not an
organization for business alone, it is a movement of
service and fellowship.” Let us continue to nurture that
spirit—on the field, in our communities, and through
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the pages of SPARK.

Thank you for your continued

encouragement and support.

Together, let us keep the spark alive—bright, inspiring,
and full of purpose.

Yours In Rotary
Rtn. DHILAN SHAH
Editor - SPARK

K. V. NADKARNI &
ASSOCIATES

Civil Engineers Consultants - Builders

L - 45/46, 4th Floor, Alfran Plaza M.G. Road, Panaji-Goa
Ph.: 2220896, Fax: 2426478
Email: kvnadkarni@rediffmail.com

ROTARY INTERNATIONAL

THE FOUR-WAY TEST

OF THE THINGS WE THINK,
SAY OR DO

1. Is it the TRUTH?

2. Is it FAIR to all concerned?

3. Will it build GOODWILL and
BETTER FRIENDSHIPS?

ROTARY INTERNATIONAL
ROTARY INTERNATIONAL

4. Will it be BENEFICIAL to all
concerned?

ROTARY INTERNATIONAL
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UNION BUDGET 2026 — SECTOR - WISE INSIGHTS FOR

BUSINESSES, PROFESSIONALS & FAMILIES

Union Budget 2026 - Sector-wise Client Takeaways

Union Budget for 2026-27 has kept the long-term
vision for the economy at the forefront. Over the past
couple of years, the focus of the budget has changed
with the evolving economic situation.

In the pronouncements immediately after the Covid-19
pandemic, the primary focus was on ramping up
infrastructure spending and mitigating pandemic
impact on growth and welfare. But as the domestic
economy strengthened and stabilised, the need for
directshort-term supportto growth has reduced.

The focus is now shifting to the long term reforms,
improving ease of doing business, and inclusive growth
getting centre stage.

The budget for next fiscal seeks to build resilience by
focusing on developing the manufacturing and services
sectors further, thus setting the stage for the next leg of
growth.

Union Budget 2026 reinforces India's long-term
growth narrative through manufacturing,
infrastructure, healthcare and financial sector reforms.
Policy continuity, high public capex and sector-specific
incentives provide visibility for medium to long-term
investors.

The progress on fiscal consolidation and moving to a
medium-term debt target also provides space to look
beyond the short-term. For better understanding I have
tried to breakitsector wise.

1.Manufacturing & Industrial Sector

Whatthe Budgetsays:

The government has announced a major
manufacturing push across seven focus areas, with a
strong emphasis on scale, stability and regional
development.
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By GG

Key announcements

-Bio Pharma Shakti with 310,000 crore outlay over five
years

-Semiconductor Mission (ISM 2.0) with X40,000 crore
allocation

-3new National BioPharma Institutes

-3 dedicated chemical parks

X10,000 crore outlay for container manufacturing:
Capital goods push through hi-tech tool rooms

Client takeaway:

The budget strongly reinforces India's ambition to
become a global manufacturing hub. Long-term policy
visibility and large outlays support capital formation,
localisation of supply chains and export
competitiveness.

2.Pharmaceuticals & Healthcare

What the Budget says:

Healthcare and life sciences continue to receive policy
support, with focus on biologics, AYUSH and medical
tourism.

Key announcements

-Ecosystem development for biologics and biosimilars
-5 regional medical value tourism hubs under PPP
‘Focus on diagnostics, optometry, anaesthesia and
applied psychiatry

-Expansion of AYUSH infrastructure and evidence-
basedresearch

-Customs duty exemption on 17 cancer drugs

Client takeaway:

The budget is positive for pharma innovators,
biosimilar manufacturers and hospital chains,
especially in metro cities. Medical tourism initiatives
can support higher capacity utilisation and foreign
exchange inflows.
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3.MSMEs & Entrepreneurship

Whatthe Budget says:

Access to equity and credit for MSMEs has been
strengthened.

Key announcements

310,000 crore SME Growth Fund

-X2,000 crore support for micro enterprise

-Invoice discounting via TREDS under CGTMSE

Client takeaway:

Improved funding access and liquidity support should
aid MSME balance sheets and accelerate formalisation,
indirectly supporting large corporates through
stronger supply chains.

4. Infrastructure & Logistics

Whatthe Budget says:

Infrastructure remains a core growth driver with a
strong capex push.

Key announcements

‘Fy26-27 capexallocation ofX12.2 lakh crore

‘New freight corridor and 7 high-speed rail corridors
‘Infrastructure Risk Development Fund for partial
creditguarantees

-20 new National Waterways over five years

-Ship repair ecosystems in Varanasi and Patna
-Development 0of 4,000 e-buses in Eastern India
Clienttakeaway:

The sustained capex momentum supports
construction, cement, capital goods, logistics and EPC
companies. Risk-sharing mechanisms may improve
private participation.

T-9, 3rd Floor, Phase - B,
Jairam Complex, Neugi Nagar,

= Tel.: 2430892, 2229765, 2436129
OFFICE AUTOMATION Fax: (0832) 2229765, 2227334

Mob.: 9823013727 / 9326513727
Email: mpatil4u@gmail.com
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5.Financial Sector & Capital Markets

Whatthe Budgetsays:

Structural reforms and deeper bond markets are key
focus areas.

Key announcements

-High-level committee on Banking for Viksit Bharat
‘Restructuringof PFCandREC-M arket-maker
framework for corporate bonds

Introduction of total return swaps on corporate bonds
-Incentives for large bond issuances

‘Increase in foreign portfolio investment limit in
equities to 24%

Client takeaway:

Measures aim to deepen debt markets, improve
banking efficiency and attract long-term capital,
supporting financial stability and funding availability

6.Technology, IT & Data Infrastructure

Whatthe Budget says:

Technology and digital infrastructure are positioned as
long-term growth enablers.

Key announcements

‘Taxholiday for data centre services till 2047

-Safe harbour limit for IT services raised to 2,000
crore

-‘Tax incentives for IT services catering to domestic
customers

Client takeaway:

The policy framework enhances India's attractiveness
as a digital and data infrastructure hub while
improving earnings visibility for IT service providers.

Jai Bhuvan Builders (P). Ltd.

www.jaibhuvan.com
email:goa@jaibhuvan.com

AN

Office: SM/101 Nova Cidade Complex, Alto Porvorim,
Goa 403 521 Ph: (0832) 2413513, 2410352.

Fax (0832) 2410082
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7.Energy, Sustainability & New Technologies
Whatthe Budget says:

Energy security and sustainability remain strategic
priorities.

Key announcements

-Incentives for carbon capture and storage technologies
‘Nuclear power capacity expansion roadmap till 2035
-Duty exemptions for lithium-ion battery
manufacturing equipment

Client takeaway:

The announcements are supportive of clean energy,
battery storage and long-term power infrastructure
investments.

8. Agriculture, Rural Economy & Social Schemes
Whatthe Budget says:

Focus is on increasing farm incomes and rural
prosperity

Key announcements

-Support for high-value crops

-Promotion of coconut, cashew and sandalwood
cultivation

-Rare earth corridors in four states

-Lakhpati Didi scheme

-Bharat Vistar multilingual Al tool for farmers
Clienttakeaway:

Targeted crop support and technology-led
interventions can improve rural incomes and
consumption, benefiting FMCG and agri-input sectors.

9. Tourism, Sports & Hospitality

Whatthe Budget says:

Tourism and sports are seen as employment and export
generators.

Key announcements

-National Institute of Hospitality
-Eco-tourisminitiatives (mountain treks, bird trails)
-Promotion of sports goods manufacturing

Khelo India Mission expansion

Client takeaway:

The sector stands to benefit from infrastructure
development, rising domestic tourism and global
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interestin India as a destination.

10. Taxation & Fiscal Outlook

Whatthe Budget says:

Fiscal consolidation continues alongside targeted tax
reforms.

Key announcements

-Fiscal deficittarget: 4.4% (FY26),4.3% (Fy27)

‘New Income Tax Act effective 1 April 2026
-Reductionin TCS for education and medical expenses
-STT increase on futuresand options

-Customs duty rationalisation across multiple sectors
Client takeaway: The government maintains a
balance between fiscal discipline and growth support,
providing predictability for investors while

rationalising tax structures. 00

They ought to be from
Alpro Metal Pvt. Lid.

Office : Panaiji-Goa Mob. 9326 125 623
Factory : Bicholim-Goa Mob. 9370 531 346
E-mail : alpro5056@gmail.com

KAMAT GROUP

The most trusted name in Architecture products

o folus | Qrchid

VILLA

ULTRA LUXURIOUS HOLIDAY VILLA RENTALS

B

RAMNATH HOMES

§ F91 - 8308644644 L
\. +91 - 0832 - 2425654 ¢+
+91 - 0832 - 6719377

Web: www.ramnathhomes.in Email: ramnathhomes.in@gmail.com
Plot No. 91, Clamig Estate, Chogam Road, Sangolda, North Goa, 403 521.
GSTIN: 30ANAPS4606F1ZH

SCAN TO VISIT
OUR WERSITE
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CUISINE OPENS ITS DOORS

At the heart of Bhonsleys Coastal & Goan Cuisine lies
not just a restaurant, but a story—one that is deeply
rooted in family, tradition, and an enduring love for
food. It is a story that begins in a Goan home, in a
kitchen filled with aromas of coconut, spices, and the
sea, and with a man whose passion for food continues
to inspire generations. My father, Avinash Bhonsley,
now 87 years young, has always been a great foodie.
Longbefore restaurants and curated menus, his love for
cooking was nurtured at home—through simple meals
prepared with care, curiosity, and creativity. Cooking
for him was never a chore; it was an expression of joy, a
way to connect with memories, and an opportunity to
experiment with flavours. Well-travelled and endlessly
curious, he has tasted cuisines from different places, yet
the flavours closest to his heart remain those of his
childhood—especially the food prepared by his
grandmother. Even today, he recalls her cooking in vivid
detail: the textures, the aromas, and the unmistakable
taste of food made with love and locally available
ingredients.

Cuisine Rooted in Simplicity and Seasonality

Goan cooking, as my father remembers it, was guided
by nature and seasons. Everything that went into the
pot came from what was available in the Kkitchen,
garden, or nearby fields. Fresh coconut, raw mangoes,
red chillies, kokum, and local spices formed the
backbone of everyday meals. During the monsoons,
when fresh fish was scarce due to rough seas, ingenuity
took centre stage. Dry fish became a staple, used
creatively in curries and in traditional preparations like
kismur, where dried fish is pounded with coconut,
onion, and spices to create a deeply flavourful
accompaniment. These dishes were humble,
nourishing, and bursting with character—proof that
great food does not need extravagance, only
understanding and respect for ingredients.

Mornings began with comforting breakfasts. One such
cherished memory is of suriche pole—soft, fluffy rice
pancakes that were deceptively simple yet required
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A TASTE OF THE COAST: BHONSLEYS COASTAL & GOAN

Bin. Hrvin Bho

skill and patience to perfect.
Made fresh and served warm,
they were the kind of breakfast
that stayed with you long after the plate was empty.

Flavours That Tell a Story

Lunches and dinners revolved around rice, curry, and
fish—each element playing its part in a well-balanced
meal. One particularly distinctive preparation was the
fish curry made with manshiche sungta (tiny prawns).
These prawns, added to the curry, imparted a depth of
flavour that elevated the dish, making it rich, aromatic,
and unforgettable. It is these memories—these
authentic flavours and time-honoured
techniques—that form the foundation of the menu at
Bhonsleys Coastal & Goan Cuisine. The restaurant is
our attempt to recreate and preserve those tastes,
ensuring that the essence of traditional Goan food is
notlostinthe rush of modern dining.

AMenu ThatBridges Generations

While Bhonsleys proudly showcases authentic Goan
coastal cuisine, it also embraces diversity to cater to a
wide range of guests. Understanding the evolving
palate of today's diners, especially the younger crowd,
the menu includes a selection of continental favourites
such as Penne pasta, classic pastas, and creamy
Mushroom Risotto. These dishes offer comfort and
familiarity while complementing the traditional
offerings.nln addition, the restaurant features a full-
fledged Indian tandoor and a thoughtfully curated
range of North Indian dishes. This blend allows guests
to explore different cuisines under one roof, making
Bhonsleys an ideal choice for families and groups with
varied preferences. Among the most loved dishes are
the Tandoori Jumbo Prawns, the Tandoori Fish Platter,
and other smoky delights from the tandoor. These
crowd favourites are known for their bold flavours,
generous portions, and perfect balance of
spices—often leaving diners planning their next visit
before the meal even ends.
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The Bar: ALiquid Tribute to Goa

No Goan dining experience is complete without a
refreshing drink, and the bar at Bhonsleysis designed as
a relaxed alcove that reflects the easygoing spirit of the
sunshine state. It offers a carefully selected range of
premium international labels, ensuring there is
something for every preference.

At the same time, the bar proudly celebrates Goa's
indigenous spirits, including the rustic and much-loved
Feni and seasonal Urrak. These traditional drinks are a
tribute to Goa's cultural heritage and are increasingly
being rediscovered and appreciated by both locals and
visitors. With a seasoned bartender at the helm, guests
can enjoy a variety of expertly crafted cocktails and
mocktails, each designed to refresh, relax, and
complement the food perfectly.

A Space for Every Occasion

Bhonsleys Coastal & Goan Cuisine is more than just a
place to eat—itis a place to gather, celebrate, and create
memories. With a seating capacity of 100 guests, the
restaurant is well-suited for everything from casual
family meals to larger celebrations.

We also cater to birthday parties, private events, and
social gatherings, offering a warm ambience, attentive
service, and customised menu options. For those
seeking a more intimate setting, the restaurant features
a separate mezzanine area, ideal for meetings, private
parties, and special occasions that call for a little extra
privacy.

With Best
Compliments From

LIBRA

HOTEL 1 te

“In a class by itself”

AC ROOMS & SUITES —
CONFERENCE HALL p—
MULTICUISINE RESTAURANT Hi:% LIDAYS

BOARD ROOM “BAITHAK” for 30 PAX

Customised Tours / Holiday Packages,
All India / International /
Cruise Vacations

Behind E.D.C. House, Dr. Dada Vaidhya Road,
Panaji - Goa 403 001 India.
Contact : 0832 - 2224823, 2224824,

2227997, Fax : 0832 - 2220654
Email : reservaation@hotelmanoshanti.com,
sales@hotelmanoshanti.com
www.hotelmanoshanti.com

Relino Apartments, Naikavaddo,
Calangute Market,Bardez, Goa - 403 516
Tel.: 2276265 / 2277088 email.: libragoa@bsnl.in
website: www.libragoa.com

Preserving the Past, Serving the Present

At its core, Bhonsleys Coastal & Goan Cuisine is a
tribute—to my father's memories, to my
grandmother's cooking, and to Goa's rich culinary
heritage. Every dish served here carries a piece of that
history, lovingly recreated and thoughtfully presented.
In a world that is constantly changing, Bhonsleys
stands as a reminder of the beauty of tradition, the
comfort of familiar flavours, and the joy that good food
brings when shared with loved ones. Whether you
come for the nostalgia of Goan coastal cuisine, the
comfort of continental favourites, or simply a relaxed
meal in a welcoming space, Bhonsleys invites you to
experience food that tellsa story—one plate ata time.

The author of this article is the co - founder of the
restaurant and he can be reached on
metalfabrik@gmail.comoron+919158885401 oo

With Best
@ Compliments From
GENERAL Gﬂ&lSTH“ﬂTIIlH
PARIJAT INFRASTRUCTURE

CONSTRUCTION

TRADERS

TYRES SALES & SERVICE

REAL ESTATE DEVELOPMENT

TURNKEY PROJECTS

¢
Panaji \)

Shop No. 3/4/5, Minaxi Bldg.,
Opp EDC House,
Panaji T: 7066186464 / 7066286464 SARDESAI
group

401, Lotus Court, St. Inez Junction,
M.G. Road, Panaji Goa 403 001.
Tel: 0832 2220252 / 2426660

E: parijat.traders@gmail.com,
parijattyers@gamil.com
W: www.parijattraders.com
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26th Weekly Meeting
Guest Speaker Shri JC Pant, a Pulmonaut
demonstrated Breathing the Right way.

28th Weekly Meeting
Guest Speaker Er. Shri Sagar Sakordekar gave
a talk on Vedic mathematics.

Awardee- Shri Raghoba Gawas,
Darning Rafu of cloth being
felicitated by Chief Guest AG Rtn Priti Sheth

27th Weekly Meeting
Two Entrepreneurswas felicitated at the Hands
of Shri Sandesh Dhareshwar.

29th Weekly Meeting
Vocational Award function Three distinguished
individuals were felicitated by the Chief Guest,
Assistant Governor Rtn. Priti Sheth.

i
-

Awardee- Shri Ramesh Shanbhag,
Pygmy collector
being felicitated by AG Rtn Priti Sheth.
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MOMENTS THAT MATTER, WEEKLY MEETING SNAPSHOTS

Awardee- Shri Vaman Bhate, Newspaper Awardee - Ms Anandi Gudekar, Channa
Magazine bookstall Vendor being Felicitated by and groundnut street vendor being felicitated
Chief Guest AG Rtn Priti Sheth by President and Secretary

Honoree Smt. Shradha Sawant Proprietor A Honoree Shri Dipak Bansali
of Star products being felicitated. Founder of Boss Enterprises being felicitated.

Released 7th Edition Spark Mark Magazine

Rtn Madhan receiving the Major Donor Pin at the hands of Guest Speaker.
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Team RCP at District Conference
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SPORTING DAY SPIRIT ON DISPLAY: DISTRICT SPORTS HIGHLIGHTS

Event Carrom Singles Runner Up
Rtn Gaurish Agni

ZANVAR‘
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Event Table Tennis Doubles Winner
Rtn Clyde Barreto and Rtn Sagar Kulkarni
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Event Table Tennis Doubles
Winner Rtn Dinesh Sinari and Rtn Gaurish Agni

District Sports Event Table Tennis §lngles
Winner Rtn Clyde Barreto
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Event Table Tennis Singles Runner Up
Rtn Deepak Gopani
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Congratulations to Rotarians participated
in Rotary District Sports.
Won 4 Table tennis Titles and 1 Carrom title

JANUARY 2026

www.rotaryclubpanaji.org



Over the last two decades, the tourism industry has
undergone a significant transformation, shaped by
evolving traveller expectations,improved global and
domestic connectivity, technological advancement, and
changing lifestyles. Indian travellers today are more
confident,informed, and aspirational than ever before.
Travel is no longer limited to sightseeing; it has become
an avenue for cultural immersion, personal enrichment,
wellness, and meaningful experiences.

As the Founder of Travel World Goa, and with over
twenty years of experience in the travel and tourism
industry, I have closely witnessed this evolution—from
standardised tour packages to highly personalised,
experiential, and multi-destination journeys designed
around individual preferences.

Changing Trends in Indian Tourism

One of the most prominent shifts in tourism today is the
move from fixed itineraries to customised ad-hoc tours,
experiential travel, and flexible group journeys. Indian
travellers increasingly seek authenticity—local cuisine,
cultural interactions, heritage walks, naturebased
activities, wellness retreats, and offbeat experiences
thatgo beyond conventional travel.

While technology has made information easily
accessible, it has also raised expectations. Travellers
now look for clarity, transparency, expert guidance, and
accountability, reinforcing the continued importance of
professional travel advisors. Group travel remains
popular among families, senior citizens, and corporate
travellers, while younger travellers favour shorter,
more frequent, experience-led holidays.

Seasonality and Smarter Travel Planning

Indian travellers today are planning holidays more
strategically by considering seasonality, weather, and
travel value rather than restricting travel to fixed
vacation periods. Summer travel sees higher demand
for Europe, Japan, South Korea, and cooler destinations,
while winter holidays are preferred in Southeast Asia,
island destinations, the Middle East, and Australia-New
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STAYCATION TO GLOBAL GATEWAYS: INDIAN TRAVEL TRENDS

TRAVEL CHOICES SHAPED BY EXPERIENCE, CONVENIENCE AND VALUE . §2g.a/ Kiulbarni

Zealand. Shoulder seasons are
increasingly popular for
destinations such as Central
Asia, Eastern Europe, Turkey, and Greece, offering
fewer crowds, better pricing, and enhancedtravel
experiences. This reflects a more mature and informed
approach to travel planning.

Rise of Experiential and Purpose-Driven

Travel

Travel has become increasingly experience-led and
purpose-driven. Indian travellers are now designing
holidays around specific interests suchas culinary
trails, festival-based travel, nature and wildlife
experiences, wellness retreats, and slow travel
concepts. Experiences such as cherry blossom season
in Japan, Christmas markets in Europe, scenic rail
journeys, Ayurveda and yoga retreats, or immersive
cultural stays are driving itinerary choices. This shift
has led to growing demand for curated and deeply
personalised travel experiences.

Indian Domestic Travel: A Strong

Foundation

Domestic tourism continues to be the backbone of
India’s travel industry, supported by improved
infrastructure, expanded air connectivity, and rising
interestin experiential travel.

¢ Rajasthan remains a favourite for royal heritage,
forts, palaces, and cultural experiences.

e The Golden Triangle (Delhi-Jaipur-Agra) continues
to attract travellers with its rich historical and
architectural legacy.

¢ Himachal Pradesh is a preferred summer destination
for hill holidays, leisure, and adventure.

e Kerala draws travellers for its backwaters, Ayurveda,
wellness tourism, and slow travel experiences.

The North East of India has emerged as one of the latest
and fastest-growing domestic travel trends, known for
untouched landscapes and cultural diversity.

e Andaman & Nicobar Islands are increasingly popular
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for premium beach holidays, honeymoon travel, and
marine experiences.

Domestic travel today is driven by short breaks, nature-
based exploration, wellness, and a desire to rediscover
India’s diversity.

International Travel: Expanding Horizons of

Indian Travellers

International travel from India has witnessed strong
and consistent growth, driven by increased global
exposure, better air connectivity, visa facilitation, and
evolving traveller aspirations. Indian travellers now
explore destinations across continents and
increasingly prefer multicountry itineraries to
maximise value and experiences within a single
journey.

Short-Haul and Mid-Haul International
Destinations

Southeast Asia continues to be highly popular due to
affordability, shorter travel time, and diverse
experiences. Singapore, Thailand, Malaysia, Vietnam,
and Cambodia attract families, first-time international
travellers, and group tours with their mix of city
attractions, beaches,culture, shopping, and cuisine.
Island destinations such as Mauritius and Maldives
remain top choices for luxury travel, honeymooners,
and travellers seeking relaxation and premium resort
experiences.

Japan and South Korea: Aspirational Asian
Destinations

Japan and South Korea have emerged as highly
aspirational destinations for Indian travellers. Japan
appeals with its unique blend of ancient traditions,
modern cities, scenic landscapes, efficient transport

Contractors, Engineers

Deshpande
Constructions

Interior ﬁecorators
SUNIL DESHPANDE
Mob.: 8888862571 / 9422438092
‘Usha Kinara’, Behind Church, Taleigao, P.O. Caranzalem,
Goa - 404 002 E-mail: deshpandeconstructions@yahoo.in

www.rotaryclubpanaji.org

systems, and culinary excellence, while South Korea
attracts travellers with its vibrant cities, historical
palaces, pop culture influence, natural beauty, and
modern infrastructure. Both destinations are
increasingly preferred for customised and experiential
travel.

Europe: The Most Preferred Long-Haul Region
Europe continues to be one of the most favoured long-
haul destinations for Indian travellers. The ease of
combining multiple countries makes Europe
especially attractive. Popular travel combinations
include France and Switzerland; Austria, Hungary, and
the Czech Republic; France, Belgium, and the
Netherlands; Spain and Portugal; and the
Scandinavian

countries. Europe offers rich history, architecture,
museums, scenic rail journeys, landscapes, and
cultural depth.

Emerging and Experiential International
Destinations

Indian travellers are also exploring emerging
destinations such as Almaty (Kazakhstan), Azerbaijan,
and Georgia, valued for scenic beauty, affordability,
visa ease, and cultural richness. Turkey and Greece
remain a high-demand combination, while South
Africa, Australia, and New Zealand attract travellers
seeking nature,wildlife, adventure, and iconic
landscapes. Beyond these, Indian travellers are
increasingly discovering many more exciting
destinations across Asia, Europe, Africa, and Oceania.

Why Indians Prefer Multi-Country Holidays
Multi-country holidays offer greater value and variety
within a single trip.
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They allow better utilisation of time and travel budgets,
exposure to multiple cultures and landscapes, and
benefit from efficient inter-country connectivity. Such
itineraries are ideal for customised ad-hoc tours and
group departures and strongly appeal to travellers
seeking experiential and long-haul journeys.

Impact of TCS Reduction on Outbound

Travel

The recent reduction in Tax Collected at Source (TCS)
on overseas tour packages has had a positive impact on
outbound travel. The overall 3% reduction in upfront
tour package costs has improved affordability and cash
flow, encouraging families, group travellers, and first-
time international tourists to plan overseas holidays
with greater confidence.

Growing Confidence ofIndian Travellers

Indian travellers today demonstrate significantly
higher confidence in global travel. Familiarity with
visas, currencies, long-haul flights, and diverse cultures
has increased willingness to explore non-traditional
and emerging destinations. Comfort with multi-
country itineraries and complex travel planning
reflects how Indian outbound tourism has matured and
gained global prominence.

The Importance of Personal Assistance in

Travel

Despite technological advancement, travel remains a
relationship driven industry. Many travellers continue
to prefer the traditional offline approach for ease of
business, transparency, and accountability. A personal
travel advisor offers direct 24x7 accessibility, faster
issue resolution, and personalised planning—avoiding
the inconvenience of multiple call-centre interactions.
At Travel World Goa, all ad-hoc and group tours are
customised with a personal touch, blending technology
with human expertise for seamless travel experiences.

Conclusion

Indian tourism—both domestic and international—is
entering a dynamic and exciting phase. With increasing
demand for personalised, experiential, and multi-
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destination journeys, supported by smarter travel
planning, favourable policies such as TCS reduction,
and trusted travel expertise, the future of Indian
tourism looks diverse, resilient, and full of opportunity.

About the Author

Sagar Kulkarni is the Founder of Travel World Goa, an
[ATA-certified travel company established in 2014.
With over two decades of experience in the travel and
tourism industry, he specialises in customised ad-hoc
and group tours and in creating experiential travel. He
is an affiliated and certified tourism and destination
expert with various international tourism boards,
known for delivering seamless, personalised, and
memorable travel experiences worldwide.

He can be contacted on 9850702453 or write an email
on sagar@travelworldgoa.com
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ONE WORLD: BUILDING A KINDER, GREENER WORLD :

SMALL ACTIONS, ONE SHARED FUTURE

Astronaut

“The Evening was divine. The sun lingers at the edge of
the Ocean as if reluctant to leave, its molten gold
dissolving slowly into shades of amber, coral and
bruised violet. Waves catch the last light and scatter it
into trembling ribbons that stretch and break at the
shore, breathing in and out like a living thing. The
horizon glows softly, a thin line of fire fading into dusk,
while the sky deepens from warmth to wonder.

Above, the first stars appear- hesitant sparkles of
silver-testing the dark, one by one, as if whispered into
existence. The ocean darkens too, turning from glass to
ink, yet it holds the memory of the sun, reflecting faint
blusheslong after the lighthas gone.

A quiet settles, not empty but full, stitched together by
the hush of waves and the widening sky. In that
moment, day and night briefly coexist: the world
balanced between farewell and arrival, between the
heat of the sun's last breath and the cool promise of
starlight. It feels timeless, as though the sea itself is
pausing, watching the stars claim their ancient places,
while dusk folds the horizon into a soft, reverent
silence."

Hesperus the evening star glowed. The breeze, ever so
mild and soothing setsthetone and time forathought
to spread this loving and peaceful moments-
Permanently to the whole world.

[ had just finished MBBS. The evening was a peaceful
setting on the terrace of an old 4 storried building on
Altinho Goa.

Dying is a natural phenomenon and yet it gives huge
grief. Life lost with age is acceptable. Even life lost in
natural disaster though unacceptable is unavoidable,
But healthy, intelligent, strong, skilled, and able young
men dying due to killing one another because of man
made 'borders'is unacceptable, nay disastrous.

www.rotaryclubpanaji.org

War is now almost described as
a natural disaster. I Sincerely
believe that wars should be completely avoided. The IQ
of humans is genius enough to understand that war
does not prove who is right or wrong. It only tells us
whoisleft.

The thought was simple (and it's not the only one nor
the oldest) “Why not drop all borders and convert the
world into “One World- A World the way it was” handed
over to humans 10,000 years back when there was no
language, caste, creed, religion. A peaceful place which
belongs to none and yet belongs to all. Freedom to
move from one territory to another without any
restriction whatso ever, like free birds or animals.
WhatIwrotein December 1979 is as folows:

[ am a simple human being, insignificantly small. This
call to all of you today, is on behalf of billions of such
small, insignificanthuman beings.

All who are like me, hate violence, love peace and are
generally ready to help anybody who needs help.
Nationality, caste, creed, religion and Politics so not
mean much to all like me. To me all human beings are
'ONE'". We are all one large 'LIFE' undivided. We are one
with nature- an absolute integral part of nature. And
justasnothingisdivided in nature, we shall be ONE.

Our blood group, the diseases we suffer from and the
medicines that act against them have no religion or
nationality. Our happiness and sorrow are not
classified either. Nature does not make borders or
divide land into states or countries. Then why do the
unnatural ?

Let's all unite, let's all be one. No countries, no borders,
no armies, no nuclear weapons no mass starvation and
no genocides. Let there be one world. Let there be one
currency. Let there be one law for all humans. Let there
be one constitution,. Let there be no single head of the
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world, but 10000 heads to rule. Each one from a
segment of the world to represent a given segment of
latitude and longitude, Let decisions be taken by
democratic means by all heads-to lead the world into a
marvellous tomorrow. Let countries, states and nations
become history, for our grand-children to wonder and
laugh at. Let's unite. Let's be come worldians- not
Asians, Africans or Australians, Americans, Europeans.
Let'sallbe one.

[tis my intention to start this movement called the “ONE
WORLD “movement. I shall call for members and
request a membership fee, which will finance
correspondence to propagate this idea throughout the
world.amreally small and not intelligent. I do not mind
another zealous and energetic man/woman taking over
the reigns from us and making a better progress. I have
discussed this idea with friends and relatives and most
people seem to like the same. If there are others who
have started this same movement - lets all merge.

This may appear to be alittle weird. If you also sincerely
feel so-please let us know in no uncertain words (bad
words included-in print only) You are very important to
us, and your opinion even more.

If you feel you are wasting your time, please ignore it.
However, if you agree, atleast to a 50% extent and agree
notto disagree, then you are our member.

We earnestly request you to tell about this to your
friends, and if anyone is interested, forward our
literature to them. More members-more people know-
may actually resultin one world someday.

Later, Like minded people from goa joined it in 1990 to
discuss forming and organisation to spread this world.
Over a period of time many friends contributed and one
world became an NGO. Account was also opened in the
name of “one world”. However, a huge airline
conglomerate also started calling themselves one world
and hence our organisation is called one world goa.
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Activities:

1.Meetings to propagate the idea of one world to the
children

2.School Activities

3.Tree Plantation

4.Fancy Dress competition

5.Drawing and Plays

6.Health Camps

7.Free Vaccinations

8.Contributions to organisations that carry the
concepts of one world like the Rotary

9.Lectures, talks in schools and colleges to propagate
theidea of one world

Most of the time the reaction we get is 'It's a nice
concept'. Difficulttoimplement

It's not just a concepts, it is the need of the hour. In a
few "decades", if there is no 'one world’, there may be
no world. As the inhuman "humans' are prepared to
destroy the earth with wars and nuclear weapons.
Have written a book "one world". World without
borders that was published in November 2013. It
describes exactly how we can join our world into "one"
and is also available on the amazon.

Hereis what an astronaut's Wake-Up call from space.
After spending 178 days aboard the International
Station, astronaut Ron Garan Returned to Earth with a
realization that shook him- we'reliving a lie.

From Orbit, he saw our planet as one glowing blue
sphere-no borders, no nations, no divisions-just a
single ,fragile home floating in the vast darkness. Yet
down here, we live as we're separate, fighting over
lines that don'teven exist from space.

He watched lightning storms flicker like heartbeat
pulses, auroras dance across the poles,and a thin blue
atmosphere shielding all life- a reminder of how
delicate our world truly is.

Garan says humanity's priorities are upside down :
We've put the economy first, when it should be planet
society Economy. Because without a thriving planet,
nothing else survives.

JANUARY 2026




His message is clear and urgent-Earth is our shared

9% CiNCER

spaceship. We are not passengers...we are crew.
Andit's time we startactinglike it.

SCHERNNG e
[t is my hope that the beautiful dusk I described earlier,
helps up understand the dark, violent destructive night
that we are going through.

Let's hope that the Goddess of Dawn Eos and brother
Phosphorus (morning star) moves to merge into the
beautiful rays of god sun and once again Reigh and rain
love, peace, prosperity, health, wealth, joy and eternal
friendship to us humans, riding on the chariot of
forgiveness.
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LEADING WITH PURPOSE: ROTARACT HIGHLIGHTS

DECEMBER 2025 - MONTHLY BULLETIN
(COMPACT)

CLUB SERVICE AVENUE

12 Days of Christmas - Fellowship Initiatives

The club celebrated the festive season through a series
of individual yet connected fellowship initiatives aimed
at strengthening camaraderie and festive spirit among
members.

Christmas Potluck (10 December): A warm post-
GBM fellowship where members shared homemade
Christmas sweets, fostering interaction and
togetherness.

Elves in Action (12 December): A Christmas tree and
crib decoration activity at Rtr. Rashmika De Sa's
residence, engaging members and prospective
members in festive bonding.

Club Christmas Party (17 December): Held at Hotel
Manoshanti, featuring Christmas-themed games,
quizzes, and a Secret Santa exchange, creating joyful
shared memories.

Secret Santa: Fourteen members participated via
Elfster, exchanging gifts worth X500 and strengthening
inclusivity and festive cheer.

Night of Noel (26 December): A post-GBM visit to
Christmas stars and cribs across Panjim and Agacaim,
celebratinglocal traditions and fellowship.

HealthQuest Quiz (30 December)

An engaging health awareness quiz hosted by Rtr.
Rashmika De Sa, promoting knowledge on health-
related topics. Rtr. Keneel emerged as the winner.

COMMUNITY SERVICE AVENUE

12 Days of Christmas - One for the Paws: Blanket
Donation Drive (13 December)

Ten bedsheets were donated to PAWS Animal Shelter, St.
Inez, providing warmth to stray dogs and reinforcing
compassion towards animal welfare.

12 Days of Christmas - Ecumenical Christmas Carol
Evening (15 December)

Club members participated at Goa YMCA, performing
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Christmas carols and promoting unity, harmony, and
intergenerational fellowship.

Goa Liberation Day Celebration (19 December)
Celebrated at the club's adopted school, GPS Odlem
Bhat, Taleigao, with flag hoisting, multilingual
speeches, patriotic songs, and student participation.

12 Days of Christmas - Little Smiles of Christmas (28
December)

A Christmas celebration for approximately 20
scrapyard children at Ribandar, featuring games,
carols, refreshments, and joyful interaction.

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE AVENUE

The Pulse - Club E-Bulletin (November Edition)
Released during the 22nd GBM, highlighting the theme
“Pulse of Change” and documenting the club's projects
and achievements. Edited by Rtr. Dipti Wale.

INTERNATIONAL SERVICE AVENUE
Letterhead Exchange with RAC Graz, Austria (14
December)

Conducted during the Zonal Christmas Party,

strengthening international fellowship and cultural
exchange.

World AIDS Awareness Day - Online Quiz (2
December)

Participation in an awareness initiative organized by
RAC GHRUA, promoting accurate knowledge and
myth-breaking.

One for the Paws - Phase 2

Inter-club collaboration with RAC Coimbatore Main,
collectively supporting animal shelters through
donations and essential supplies.

Webinars and Skill Development

Members actively participated in national and
international webinars focusing on public speaking,
PR skills, heart health, PCOD awareness, and health
education.

Breaking the Silence - Suicide Prevention Webinar (14
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ROTAKIDS

December)

An international collaboration with RAC Batangas Mid-
West (Philippines), reaching over 70 participants from
29 clubs worldwide and promoting mental health
awareness and empathy.

12 Days of Christmas - Christmas Around the Globe (28
December)

A virtual international celebration with participation
from multiple Indian and international clubs, fostering
cultural exchange, unity, and festive goodwill.

ZONALEVENTS

RotaLeague - Goa Zone Practice (3 December)
Participation in zonal cricket practice sessions
promoting teamwork, sportsmanship, and inter-club
bonding.

Zonal Christmas Party (14 December)

Celebrated with Rotaractors across Goa Zone, including
international participation, strengthening fellowship
and unity.

DISTRICT EVENTS

RotalLeague 2025 - District Cricket Tournament (6-7
December)

The Goa Zone team advanced to the Semi-Finals,
showcasing teamwork, leadership, and sportsmanship.
Purushottam - 5th District Bulletin (November Edition)
Club contribution featured an inspiring article on Mr.
Sidharth Naik, highlighting silent leadership,
perseverance, and dignity oflabour.

December 2025 reflected the spirit of service,
fellowship, and festive joy, reinforcing the Rotaract Club
of Panjim's commitment to community impact,
leadership, and global unity.
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